
PhD in Agrobiodiversity

Overview
;OL�7O+�7YVNYHTTL�PU�(NYVIPVKP]LYZP-

[`�PZ�H�MV\Y�`LHY�YLZPKLU[PHS�*V\YZL��0[�HPTZ�
H[� [OL� LUOHUJLTLU[� VM� O\THU� YLZV\YJL�
JHWHJP[PLZ� PU� [OL� \[PSPZH[PVU� HUK�THUHNL-
TLU[� VM� NLUL[PJ� ]HYPH[PVU� PU� HNYPJ\S[\YHS�
HUK� UH[\YHS� Z`Z[LTZ�� PU� VYKLY� [V� PTWYV]L�
[OL� Z\Z[HPUHIPSP[`� VM� HNYPJ\S[\YHS� Z`Z[LTZ�
and the conservation of genetic resources 
for the well-being of present and future ge-
nerations.

;OL�7YVNYHTTL� PZ�Z[Y\J[\YLK� PU[V�[^V�
curricula:
• Plant genetic resources;
• Functional biodiversity in agroecosy-
Z[LTZ�

Areas of study and research facilities 
During the Course, PhD students are 

required to attend 150 hours of in class 
[YHPUPUN�VU�TL[OVKVSVNPJHS��J\YYPJ\SHY��HUK�
interdisciplinary courses. Students are 
HSZV� PU]VS]LK� PU� ZLTPUHYZ�� QV\YUHS� JS\IZ��
workshops, and conferences. However 
[OL�THPU�HJ[P]P[`�^PSS� IL�KL]V[LK� [V� YLZL-
arch activities.

All courses are taught in English.
:[\KLU[Z� TH`� ZWLUK� YLZLHYJO� HJ[P]P-

ty abroad, as a visiting scholar at foreign 
<UP]LYZP[`�VY�YLZLHYJO�PUZ[P[\[PVUZ��KLLTLK�
relevant for their PhD project.

/LYL�ILSV^�HYL� SPZ[LK�H� ML^�L_HTWSLZ�
of research areas dealt in this PhD pro-
NYHTTL�

Genetic variation in single genes and 
LU[PYL�NLUVTLZ�VM�HNYPJ\S[\YHS�HUK�MVYLZ[Y`�
plants and their wild relatives.

4LJOHUPZTZ�[OH[�JVU[YVS�[OL�]HYPHIPSP[`�

in genes and/or groups of genes, as those 
involved in resistance to pathogens and/
VY� WLZ[Z� HUK� [VSLYHUJL� [V� LU]PYVUTLU[HS�
factors.

9VSL�VM� M\UJ[PVUHS�IPVKP]LYZP[`� PU�THPU-
taining genetic diversity, including evolu-
tion and co-evolution of pests/pathogens 
and host plants.

9VSL� VM� M\UJ[PVUHS� KP]LYZP[ �̀� PUJS\KPUN�
interactions between pests/ pathogens/
^LLKZ� HUK� KVTLZ[PJH[LK�]VS\U[LLY�^PSK�
WSHU[Z��PU�HNYVLJVZ`Z[LT�OLHS[O�

Plant and crop physiology, including 
plant stress physiology and post-harvest 
physiology.

Application of agrobiodiversity solu-
tions at genetic, species and habitat level 
[V� PTWYV]L� JYVW� WLYMVYTHUJL�� JYVW� WYV-
[LJ[PVU��Z\Z[HPUHISL�JYVW�HNYVMVYLZ[Y`�TH-
UHNLTLU[�HUK�T\S[PM\UJ[PVUHS�SHUK�\ZL�

Job Opportunities
9LZLHYJO� HUK� JV\UZLSSPUN� PU� UH[PVUHS�

and international organisations.
;OL�7YVNYHTTL�PZ�PU[LUKLK�MVY�Z[\KLU-

[Z�^PSSPUN�[V�W\YZ\L�HU�HJHKLTPJ�JHYLLY�I\[�
also provides professional research skills to 

work in public and private research institu-
tions. Most of our previous PhD students 
now work as research fellow or have tenure 
track in national and international institu-
tions.

Highlights
;OL�+VJ[VYHS�7YVNYHTTL� PU�(NYVIPVKP-

]LYZP[`� WHY[PJ\SHYS`� ^LSJVTLZ� HWWSPJH[PVUZ�
MYVT� JHUKPKH[LZ� JVTPUN� MYVT� ,TLYNPUN�
*V\U[YPLZ�� ^OVZL� YLZLHYJO� TH`� PUJS\KL�
activities either in their Country of origin or 
PU�V[OLY�,TLYNPUN�*V\U[YPLZ��;OL�KVJ[VYHS�
WYVNYHTTL� OHZ� HJ[P]L� ZL]LYHS� 4LTVYHU-
K\T� VM� <UKLYZ[HUKPUN� ^P[O� UH[PVUHS� HUK�
international institutions for the studying 
HUK�]HSVYPaH[PVU�VM�HNYVIPVKP]LYZP[ �̀�HTVUN�
which the Alliance of Bioversity and CIAT 
�()*���*044@;��*09(+��

Info and contacts 
info-phdlifesciences@santannapisa.it
Phone: +39 050 882 604

:JHU�[OL�89�JVKL!�TVYL�
KL[HPSLK�PUMVYTH[PVU�VU�[OL�
7YVNYHTTL�HUK�[OL�JHSS�MVY�
HKTPZZPVU�
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