
PhD in Agrobiosciences

Overview
The PhD in Agrobiosciences is a thre-

L�`LHY�WYVNYHTTL� [OH[� HPTZ�H[� LK\JH[PUN�
OPNOS`�JVTWL[LU[�YLZLHYJOLYZ�^P[O�HU�PU[LY-
disciplinary background that will be able to 
face research frontiers in plant sciences. 

;OL� WYVNYHTTL� PZ� Z[Y\J[\YLK� PU� [^V�
J\YYPJ\SH!�P��.LUVTPJZ�HUK�JYVW�WYVK\J[PVU�
HUK�PP��(NYPJ\S[\YL�HUK�LU]PYVUTLU[��VќLYPUN�
training in frontier topics of plant sciences, 
PUJS\KPUN�TVSLJ\SHY�IPVSVN �̀�WSHU[�NLUVTP-
JZ� HUK� IPV[LJOUVSVN �̀� LU]PYVUTLU[HS� HUK�
HNYVUVTPJ�ZJPLUJLZ�

The course gives doctoral research stu-
dents the opportunity to carry out research 
PU� H� Z[PT\SH[PUN� HUK� Z\WWVY[P]L� LU]PYVU-
TLU[�� ILPUN� KPYLJ[S`� PU]VS]LK� PU� YLZLHYJO�
activities in the laboratories of the Institute 
VM�3PML�:JPLUJLZ!�)063HIZ��3(5+3()�HUK�
73(5;3()�

To assist in the delivery of learning outco-
TLZ��HZZLZZTLU[�VM�HU�PUKP]PK\HS�Z[\KLU[»Z�
WYVNYLZZ� PZ�THKL�]PH�H� Z[HUKHYK�ZLYPLZ�VM�
review protocols including the drafting of 
`LHYS`� YLWVY[Z�� KLSP]LY`� VM� ZLTPUHYZ�� HUK�
WYLWHYH[PVU� VM� H� [OLZPZ� Z\ITP[[LK� [V� H� YL-
]PL^�WYVJLZZ�I`�OPNOS`�X\HSPÄLK�L_WLY[Z� PU�
[OL�ÄLSK��<WVU�YLJVTTLUKH[PVU�VM�[OL�YL-
MLYLLZ�� [OL�Z[\KLU[� PZ�HKTP[[LK� [V� [OL�ÄUHS�
L_HTPUH[PVU� MVY� [OL�H^HYK�VM� [OL�+VJ[VYHS�
Degree.

Areas of study and research facilities 
Doctoral research students are 

expected to develop research and techni-
ques skills, including the ability to address 
YLZLHYJO� WYVISLTZ� HUK� [V� MVYT\SH[L� HUK�
test hypotheses and a full understanding 

VM�YLSL]HU[�YLZLHYJO�TL[OVKVSVNPLZ�HUK�[L-
chniques. Students will also be trained to 
KL]LSVW� JVTT\UPJH[PVU� ZRPSSZ� MVY� LќLJ[P]L�
writing and oral presentation of research 
V\[JVTLZ�[V�H�YHUNL�VM�H\KPLUJLZ�

+PќLYLU[� TLJOHUPZTZ� ^PSS� IL� HWWSPLK�
to achieve this goal, including supervisor 
Z\WWVY[� HUK� TLU[VYPUN�� PUZ[P[\[L� Z\WWVY[��
workshops, conferences, elective training 
JV\YZLZ��MVYTHSS`�HZZLZZLK�JV\YZLZ�HUK�PU-
MVYTHS�VWWVY[\UP[PLZ�

Doctoral research students are also requi-
YLK�[V�\UKLYNV�H�����TVU[O�YLZLHYJO�WLYPVK�
aboard, as a visiting scholar at foreign Univer-
ZP[`�VY�9LZLHYJO�*LU[LY�KLLTLK�YLSL]HU[�MVY�
their PhD project.

:[\KLU[Z� HYL� L_WLJ[LK� [V� THRL� H� Z\I-
stantial, original contribution to knowledge in 
[OLPY�HYLH��UVYTHSS`�SLHKPUN�[V�W\ISPZOLK�̂ VYR�

9LZLHYJO� HJ[P]P[PLZ� VM� [OL� Z[\KLU[Z� HYL�
JHYYPLK� V\[� PU� )063HIZ�� 3(5+3()� HUK�
73(5;3()��LX\PWWLK�^P[O�Z[H[L�VM�[OL�HY[�
SHIVYH[VY`� PUZ[Y\TLU[Z� HUK� [LJOUVSVNPLZ�
HUK�VWLU�ÄLSK�MHJPSP[PLZ�

Job Opportunities
;OL�WYVNYHTTL�HPTZ�[V�HWWS`�PUUV]H[P-

]L�[LHJOPUN�HUK�YLZLHYJO�TL[OVKVSVNPLZ�[V�
[YHPU�IYPSSPHU[�HUK�OPNOS`�TV[P]H[LK�`V\UN�YL-
searchers who will be able not only to carry 
V\[�ZVSPK�HUK�OPNO�X\HSP[`�HJHKLTPJ�YLZLHY-
ch, but also to undertake professional ca-
reers within a wide range of international, 
national and regional entities, in both the 
WYP]H[L�HUK�[OL�W\ISPJ�ZLJ[VYZ�PU�[OL�ÄLSK�VM�
plant biotechnology and crop production.

Highlights
;OL� 7O+� WYVNYHTTL� PU� (NYVIPVZJPLU-

JLZ� [HRLZ� [OYLL�`LHYZ�VM� M\SS�[PTL�Z[\K`� [V�
JVTWSL[L� HUK� JVUZPZ[Z� VM� YLZLHYJO� HUK�
JV\YZLZ� HZ� YLX\PYLK� \UKLY� HJHKLTPJ� Z\-
pervision. 

-VY�[OL�HJJVTWSPZOTLU[�VM�[OLPY�YLZLHY-
ch projects, the doctoral research students 
YLS`�VU�H�]LY`�X\HSPÄLK�HUK�MLY[PSL�ZJPLU[PÄJ�
LU]PYVUTLU[��PUJS\KPUN�H�ZTHSS�I\[�K`UHTPJ�
-HJ\S[`�^P[O� LTPULU[� ZJPLU[PZ[Z� PU]VS]LK� PU�
international research networks. This allows 
doctoral research students to develop solid 
research and transferable skills, useful for 
H�M\[\YL�IV[O��PU�HUK�V\[ZPKL�VM�HJHKLTPH�

ABS training provides conceptual and 
technical approaches in research and also 
\W�[V�KH[L�TL[OVKVSVNPJHS�RUV^SLKNL�MYVT�
research frontiers in plant sciences. Cour-
ZLZ�HUK�^VYRZOVWZ�HYL�VќLYLK�^P[O�[OL�HPT�
[V�LUOHUJL�PU[LYKPZJPWSPUHY`�YLZLHYJO�JVT-
petence of doctoral research students in 
[OL�ÄLSK�VM�WSHU[�ZJPLUJLZ�

Info and contacts 
info-phdlifesciences@santannapisa.it
Phone: +39 050 882 604
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